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DIGITAL, INNOVATION, AND GREEN TECHNOLOGY PROJECT (DIGIT PROJECT)
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CALL FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE DIRECT AWARD 
EQUIPPING OF LABORATORIES AND FACILITIES OF THE CROATIAN FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE
CALL REFERENCE NUMBER: DIGIT.1.1.04 

ANNEX III. APPLICATION FORM  


December 2025

[bookmark: _Toc164841072][bookmark: _Toc164953984][bookmark: _Toc165967151][bookmark: _Toc165967948][bookmark: _Toc165980334][bookmark: _Toc166138496][bookmark: _Toc177057561]Application form
Note: This application form must be completed via the eDIGIT portal. Project proposal must be submitted electronically through the designated portal. This application form is provided for guidance purposes only, to help the Applicant understand the expected format and structure. Applicant is required to follow this format carefully to ensure that all necessary information is provided.

1. [bookmark: _Toc391635993][bookmark: _Toc391663627][bookmark: _Toc391663755][bookmark: _Toc391663999][bookmark: _Toc391664122][bookmark: _Toc391664242][bookmark: _Toc391664552][bookmark: _Toc391664672][bookmark: _Toc391664792][bookmark: _Toc391664912][bookmark: _Toc391665032][bookmark: _Toc391897874][bookmark: _Toc391635994][bookmark: _Toc391663628][bookmark: _Toc391663756][bookmark: _Toc391664000][bookmark: _Toc391664123][bookmark: _Toc391664243][bookmark: _Toc391664553][bookmark: _Toc391664673][bookmark: _Toc391664793][bookmark: _Toc391664913][bookmark: _Toc391665033][bookmark: _Toc391897875][bookmark: _Toc176512126][bookmark: _Toc176975169][bookmark: _Toc177057563][bookmark: _Toc164841074][bookmark: _Toc164953986][bookmark: _Toc165967153][bookmark: _Toc165967950][bookmark: _Toc165980336][bookmark: _Toc166138498]Project overview
	Project Information

	Project title:
	<Name of the project>

	Name of the Applicant:
	<Name of the research organization>

	Project duration:
	<Proposed project start and end dates (maximum 36 months)>

	Total project budget:
	<Total project budget in euros, including detailed distribution>

	Total grant amount:
	<Total grant amount in euros>

	Project objectives: 
	<Overall objective(s)>
<Specific objective(s)>

	Expected outputs:
	<List the main expected outputs from the project>

	Project activities:
	<List the main activities planned under the project>

	Target group(s):
	<List the main target groups/entities who will directly benefit from the project>

	Project implementation location
	<Please indicate the location(s) where the project will be implemented>



2. Applicant information 
Please fill in the fields in the table with information for the project applicant.
	Information about the Applicant

	Name of the Applicant
	

	Type of legal entity
	

	Personal identification number 
	

	Street and house number
	

	Municipality/City
	

	Zip code
	

	Country
	

	Phone/cell phone number
	

	E-mail address
	

	Web page
	

	Responsible person
	

	Function
	

	Personal identification number 
	

	Phone/cell phone number
	

	Responsible person’s e-mail
	

	Contact person for this project
	

	Function
	

	Phone/cell phone number
	

	Contact person’s e-mail
	



3. [bookmark: _Toc176512127][bookmark: _Toc176975170][bookmark: _Toc177057564]Abstract
	Abstract of the Project (max 10,000 characters with spaces)

	<Provide a comprehensive description of the project proposal. Specify the planned activities, their expected results, and explain how these are linked to the objectives and indicators of the Call. Describe the overall contribution of the project in terms of strategic relevance, long-term socio-economic impact, and added value. Justify the investment by explaining why the proposed intervention is necessary and what needs it addresses. Clearly define the target groups and final beneficiaries of the project. The description should provide a clear overview of the project for evaluators, highlighting the innovative aspects and potential impact.>



[bookmark: _Toc176512129][bookmark: _Toc418083548][bookmark: _Toc418083608][bookmark: _Toc418083746][bookmark: _Toc418180765][bookmark: _Toc418620996][bookmark: _Toc418621101][bookmark: _Toc418621152][bookmark: _Toc418621202][bookmark: _Toc418621438][bookmark: _Toc418621464][bookmark: _Toc418621499][bookmark: _Toc418621626][bookmark: _Toc418687952][bookmark: _Toc418688304][bookmark: _Toc418688490][bookmark: _Toc418083549][bookmark: _Toc418083609][bookmark: _Toc418083747][bookmark: _Toc418180766][bookmark: _Toc418620997][bookmark: _Toc418621102][bookmark: _Toc418621153][bookmark: _Toc418621203][bookmark: _Toc418621439][bookmark: _Toc418621465][bookmark: _Toc418621500][bookmark: _Toc418621627][bookmark: _Toc418687953][bookmark: _Toc418688305][bookmark: _Toc418688491][bookmark: _Toc418694251][bookmark: _Toc418694319][bookmark: _Toc419204937][bookmark: _Toc418083550][bookmark: _Toc418083610][bookmark: _Toc418083748][bookmark: _Toc418180767][bookmark: _Toc418620998][bookmark: _Toc418621103][bookmark: _Toc418621154][bookmark: _Toc418621204][bookmark: _Toc418621440][bookmark: _Toc418621466][bookmark: _Toc418621501][bookmark: _Toc418621628][bookmark: _Toc418687954][bookmark: _Toc418688306][bookmark: _Toc418688492][bookmark: _Toc418694252][bookmark: _Toc418694320][bookmark: _Toc419204938][bookmark: _Toc418083551][bookmark: _Toc418083611][bookmark: _Toc418083749][bookmark: _Toc418180768][bookmark: _Toc418620999][bookmark: _Toc418621104][bookmark: _Toc418621155][bookmark: _Toc418621205][bookmark: _Toc418621441][bookmark: _Toc418621467][bookmark: _Toc418621502][bookmark: _Toc418621629][bookmark: _Toc418687955][bookmark: _Toc418688307][bookmark: _Toc418688493][bookmark: _Toc418694253][bookmark: _Toc418694321][bookmark: _Toc419204939][bookmark: _Toc418083552][bookmark: _Toc418083612][bookmark: _Toc418083750][bookmark: _Toc418180769][bookmark: _Toc418621000][bookmark: _Toc418621105][bookmark: _Toc418621156][bookmark: _Toc418621206][bookmark: _Toc418621442][bookmark: _Toc418621468][bookmark: _Toc418621503][bookmark: _Toc418621630][bookmark: _Toc418687956][bookmark: _Toc418688308][bookmark: _Toc418688494][bookmark: _Toc418694254][bookmark: _Toc418694322][bookmark: _Toc419204940][bookmark: _Toc176512149][bookmark: _Toc176512150][bookmark: _Toc176512151][bookmark: _Toc176512152][bookmark: _Toc176512153][bookmark: _Toc176512156][bookmark: _Toc176512165][bookmark: _Toc418688312][bookmark: _Toc418688313][bookmark: _Toc418688314][bookmark: _Toc418688315][bookmark: _Toc418688316][bookmark: _Toc418688317][bookmark: _Toc418688318][bookmark: _Toc418688332][bookmark: _Toc418688333][bookmark: _Toc391663677][bookmark: _Toc391663801][bookmark: _Toc391664045][bookmark: _Toc391664166][bookmark: _Toc391664286][bookmark: _Toc391664596][bookmark: _Toc391664716][bookmark: _Toc391664836][bookmark: _Toc391664956][bookmark: _Toc391665076][bookmark: _Toc391897918][bookmark: _Toc418688347][bookmark: _Toc174957036][bookmark: _Toc385456681]
4. Project excellence
2. 
3. 
4. 
4.1. Scientific dimension (scientific and technological excellence)
	Scientific dimension (scientific and technological excellence) (max 10,000 characters with spaces)

	<Describe how the investment in research infrastructure will contribute to strengthening scientific and technological excellence in the relevant field(s). Explain how the procurement and installation of advanced scientific and non-scientific equipment will support advanced research activities, foster innovation, and enhance the capacity to generate new scientific knowledge. Describe the research capacities that will be engaged in using the newly acquired equipment and upgraded infrastructure, including key researchers, their expertise, experience in relevant scientific fields, and track record in national and international projects. The description should demonstrate how the composition and capacities of the research team correspond to the complexity and scale of the proposed investment. Clearly indicate how the project will enable progress beyond the current state-of-the-art and facilitate successful technology transfers, intelectual property applications, and scientific publications. Justify the relevance and strategic value of the reasearch infrastructure in enabling high-quality research, development, and innovation (RDI).>



4.2.  Cooperation
	Cooperation (max 6,000 characters with spaces)

	<Describe how the newly developed research infrastructure will facilitate cooperation between institutions, sectors, or disciplines. Explain the cooperation model foreseen in the project and its added value for the implementation of RDI activities. Clearly outline the roles, responsibilities, and complementarities of the participating entities. Indicate how the research  infrastructure will serve as a platform for interdisciplinary collaboration, exchange of knowledge, and joint use of resources. Justify how this cooperation will contribute to more effective achievement of the project’s objectives and increase its long-term impact.>



4.3.  Internationalization
	Internationalization (max 6,000 characters with spaces) 

	<Describe how the project will strengthen the international visibility, connectivity, and integration of the Applicant. Present concrete plans for international collaboration, participation in cross-border or EU-level RDI initiatives, and activities aimed at attracting international researchers and institutional partners. Explain whether and how the proposed research infrastructure will support researcher mobility, access by foreign institutions, and participation in international networks. Where applicable, provide details on existing or planned partnerships with internationally recognized institutions, programmes, or initiatives (e.g. Horizon Europe, Teaming for Excellence, European Research Area (ERA), COST, EIT, or similar). Justify how the international dimension of the project will enhance the Applicant’s research quality, capacity-building efforts, and long-term institutional sustainability.>



[bookmark: _Toc176512164][bookmark: _Toc176975171][bookmark: _Toc177057565]
5. Project potential 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
5.1.  Strategic dimension 
	Strategic dimension (max 6,000 characters with spaces)

	<Clearly demonstrate how the project aligns with national, EU, and institutional strategic priorities, including the S3, NDS 2030, and the objectives of relevant EU initiatives and strategies. Describe the strategic importance of the infrastructure investment and its contribution to positioning Croatia as a key actor in the relevant scientific field.>
[bookmark: _GoBack]



5.2.  Socio-economic dimension
	Socio-economic dimension (max 6,000 characters with spaces)

	<Describe how the project is expected to generate broader socio-economic benefits beyond the immediate scope of research activities. Explain the anticipated contributions to economic growth, job creation, and social inclusion. Clarify how the project will strengthen public–private cooperation, support the innovation ecosystem, and enable technology transfer and commercial use of research results. Where relevant, describe how it will contribute to attracting, retaining, and developing talent by enhancing human capital and improving career prospects for young researchers and highly skilled professionals. Outline how the project may support institutional resilience, stimulate cross-sectoral innovation, and contribute to national and EU strategic objectives, including those related to sustainable and inclusive development.>





[image: \\mzt\share\Uprave\znanost\DIGIT - PIU\12. Promocija i web\DIGIT logo i templates\logoi.jpg]
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6. Project feasibility
6. 
6.1.  Project management
	Management and sustainability (max 6,000 characters with spaces)

	<Describe the project management structure that will be put in place for the implementation of the project. Clearly outline the roles and responsibilities of individual project team members, including their relevant experience and qualifications. Provide an overview of the decision-making processes and how they will be operationalized to ensure effective and timely project implementation. Explain how the organizational setup is suited to the complexity and scale of the proposed investment, and how it supports effective coordination, oversight, and accountability. Describe the capacities of the Applicant to manage key implementation functions such as financial management, reporting, procurement, and risk mitigation. Clarify how internal coordination will be maintained, how progress will be monitored, and how issues will be addressed to ensure smooth execution of project activities.>



6.2. [bookmark: _Toc418083554][bookmark: _Toc418083614][bookmark: _Toc418083752][bookmark: _Toc418180771][bookmark: _Toc419204942][bookmark: page27]Beneficiary strategy and access policy
	Beneficiary strategy and access policy (max 6,000 characters with spaces)

	<Clearly describe the long-term development strategy for the research infrastructure beyond the duration of the project. Explain how the research infrastructure will be sustainably maintained, upgraded, and managed to ensure continued relevance and utility over time. Provide a rationale for how the research infrastructure will be made accessible and beneficial to a wide range of users, including internal (Applicant) and external stakeholders such as academic institutions, research organizations, public authorities, and private sector actors. Demonstrate that an open, transparent, and non-discriminatory access policy is in place or will be developed, ensuring fair access for all eligible users. The policy should promote broad utilization, support collaboration, and enhance the scientific, technological, and socio-economic impact of the research infrastructure. Describe the concrete measures that will be implemented to ensure the sustainability of project results, including financial, institutional, and operational arrangements. Clarify how these measures will support the achievement of the planned outcome and impact indicators. This may include mechanisms for cost recovery, resource sharing, access monitoring, capacity-building programmes, and strategic partnerships that strengthen long-term use and impact of the research infrastructure.>



6.3.  Risk monitoring and management
	Risk monitoring and management

	<Clearly identify and describe all potential risks related to project implementation, including technical, financial, operational, environmental, and social risks.>

<Detail any risk mitigation measures that will be put in place. Provide a table with critical risks identified and the corresponding mitigating actions.>


	Defined risk (external and internal)
	Description 
(max 500 characters with spaces)
	Likelihood of their occurrence (low/medium/high)
	Impact (low/medium/high) 
	Risk mitigation measures (max 500 characters with spaces)

	…
	
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	



7.  Methodology for capacity measurement 

This methodology forms the basis for preparing the annual Capacity use report as explained in Annex D of Annex I., ensuring that data on the use of infrastructure are collected and presented in a consistent and transparent manner, and that the distinction between economic and non-economic activities is properly documented.

	Methodology for measuring the capacities of the relevant entity of the research organization (max 10,000 characters with spaces)

	· Define the relevant entity (laboratories, centre, organisational units according to the definition in Annex I. Conditions for the preparation and implementation of projects [Annex D]);
· Specify the methodology for measuring the capacity of the relevant entity (number of working hours or another applicable measurement unit);
· Specify the planned depreciation period for newly acquired equipment (stated per relevant entities).>



8. Project activities and deliverables
	Implementation start date

	



	Duration of implementation (months)

	


In the table below, list all project activities and the required information. If necessary, add additional rows to accommodate the number of defined activities.
	Name of the activity
	Start month of activity implementation
	Duration of activity implementation
	Description of the activity
	Deliverables 

	<Activity 1>
	
	
	
	<Deliverable 1>
<Deliverable 2>
<Deliverable 3>

	<Activity 2>
	
	
	
	<Deliverable 4>
<Deliverable 5>

	<Activity 3>
	
	
	
	<Deliverable 6>




9. Indicators
Add additional rows in the table below if needed, in case you include additional indicators that you have defined independently and which are not part of the Theory of Change (ToC) from the Guidelines for the Applicant.
	Indicator name
	Level (impact, output or outcome)
	Target value
	Deadline for achievement
	Reporting frequency
	Rationale for achievement

	O1 - Number of intellectual property applications filed 
	Impact
	
	Five years after project completion
	
	

	O2 - Number of technology transfers realized  
	Impact
	
	Five years after project completion
	
	

	O3 - Number of collaborative research projects contracted after project completion (between research organizations and enterprises)
	Impact
	
	Five years after project completion
	
	

	O4 - Number of publications resulting from supported project (out of which: in Q1 and Q2 journals)
	Impact
	
	Five years after project completion
	
	

	A1 - Number of research positions created and filled in supported entity
	Outcome
	
	Three years after project completion
	
	

	A2 - Number of researchers working in improved research infrastructure facilities
	Outcome
	
	Three years after project completion
	
	

	a2 - Value of new research equipment acquired
	Output
	
	Project completion
	
	



10. Budget 

Please copy and fill a table detailing costs for each project activity. 
Non-refundable VAT is considered an eligible cost. Applicant must increase each cost item in the budget by the amount of non-refundable VAT, if and where applicable.

[activity 1]
	Cost name
	Cost category
	Cost-responsible entity
	Funding category
	Number of units
	Unit cost
	Total
	Description

	[cost 1]
	<Other direct costs>

	
	<Grant for research organization>

	
	
	
	

	[cost 2]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[cost 3]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


[activity 2]
	Cost name
	Cost category
	Cost-responsible entity
	Funding category
	Number of units
	Unit cost
	Total
	Description

	[cost 1]
	<Other direct costs>

	
	<Grant for research organization>

	
	
	
	

	[cost 2]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[cost 3]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
11. Budget summary 
Please ensure that the data entered in this section corresponds to data from the previous section and the data in this form.
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
10.1. Total value of the project (EUR)
	Total value of the project
	Total eligible costs
	Total ineligible costs
	Ineligible costs - public funds
	Ineligible costs – private funds

	
	
	
	
	


10.2. Sources of funding (EUR)
	Category 
	Total eligible costs
	Grant intensity 
	Grant amount

	Grant for research organization
	
	
	




12. Horizontal principles and ethical compliance
In this section, describe the contribution to horizontal principles and compliance with ethics standards.
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
11.1. Horizontal principles
	Horizontal principles (max 5,000 characters with spaces)

	<Describe how your project complies with legal requirements related to horizontal policies, including sustainable development, equal opportunities, non-discrimination, and gender equality. Explain any additional activities your project will undertake to actively promote these principles. Note that projects with negative impacts on these principles will not be approved.>



11.2.  Ethical compliance
	Ethical compliance (max 5,000 characters with spaces)

	<Describe how your project complies with the DIGIT Project's Code of Ethics. Ensure you address each ethical principle, such as honesty, integrity, transparency, and social responsibility, and explain the measures your project will take to uphold these standards during implementation. Highlight any specific actions or safeguards you will use to prevent ethical breaches, including compliance with open access requirements for publications and data. Confirm that you understand the requirements for establishing a Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) and describe in detail how you will set up this mechanism. Include specifics such as the contact details (e.g., an e-mail address) for receiving public complaints or suggestions, how this information will be publicly communicated, and how you will manage and report received grievances to the DIGIT Project GRM. Ensure your GRM includes measures for recording, processing, and responding to all feedback effectively.>




13. Attachments
	Attachments

	Declaration by the Applicant (.pdf)
	

	Statute or other relevant act proving the status of the research organization (.pdf or .zip/.rar)
	

	Feasibility study with a cost-benefit analysis (.pdf)
	


[bookmark: _Toc418621113][bookmark: _Toc418621164][bookmark: _Toc418621214][bookmark: _Toc418621114][bookmark: _Toc418621165][bookmark: _Toc418621215][bookmark: _Toc418621115][bookmark: _Toc418621166][bookmark: _Toc418621216]
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